Clearance mediated by splenic macrophage membrane receptors for immune complexes in cutaneous vasculitis.
This study concerns 11 patients with immune complex associated cutaneous vasculitis (5 leukocytoclastic vasculitis or Gougerot Ruiter's disease, 3 essential mixed cryoglobulinaemia, 2 Henoch-Schönlein purpura and 1 Waldenström's hypergammaglobulinaemic purpura). By determining the clearance of 51Cr-labeled IgG sensitized erythrocytes we showed a slight modification in the splenic mononuclear phagocyte system. In patients with Gougerot-Ruiter's disease the clearance of the autologous IgG-coated erythrocytes was delayed in 1 patient, and normal in 2 patients. In contact, the 8 other patients showed accelerated rates of IgG-mediated clearance. There was no statistically significant correlation between clearance rate, serum complement component levels and composition and/or levels of circulating immune complexes. Thus, the accelerated clearance rate suggests an enhanced activity of the mononuclear phagocyte system IgG-Fc receptors.